364         THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA
At the time of Hwen Thsang's visit the walls of Kusi-
Niagara were in ruins, atfd the place was almost deserted; but
the brick foundations of the old capital occupied a circuit of
about 12 li, or 2 miles. The existing ruins between Anrudhwa
and Kasiaare scattered over a much larger space; but some
of these were certainly outside the city, and it is now quite
impossible to ascertain its exact limits. It most probably
occupied the site of the mound of ruins to the north-east of
the village of Anrudhwa. The spot where Buddha obtained
Nirvfina would then correspond with the site of the stupa and
ruins now called M&hfrkuar-ka-kot, or the "fort of the Dead
Prince/* and the spot where his body was burned would
correspond with the site of the great stupa now called
Dtvisth.n. The former lies to the north-west of Anrudhwa,
and to the west of the old channel of the Chota Gandak, or
Hiranyavati river, which is still occasionally filled after heavy
rain. The latter lies to to the north-east of Anrudhwa, and
to the east of the old channel of the Hirana, or Chota Gandak.
The only name now associated with the ruins near Kasia
is that of MdthA Kuar, or the "Dead Prince." Mr. liston
gives the name as Mdtat but a Brahman of the neighbouring
village of Bishanpur, who wrote the name for me, spelt it as
I have given it, M&thd. As this spelling points to the deriva-
tion of the word from Matha> or Matha, "to till,1' I have
translated Mdthd Kuar as the "Dead Prince*" which I refer
to Buddha himself after his death, or, in the language of the
Buddhists, after his obtainment of Nirvdna. Hwen Thsang,
when speaking of S&kya's assumption of the mendicant's dress,
calls him Kum&ra Raja, or the "Royal Prince;" but although
this title was never, I believe, applied to him by the learned
after his assumption of Buddhahood, it does not seem at all
improbable that it may have remained in common use amongst
the people. We know from Hwen Thsang that on the spot
where Buddha died, there was a brick vih&r, or temple
monastery, in which was enshrined a recumbent statue of